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Fe R as much as your Excellency hath had the 
pre inthe Aﬀairs concerning the good 
ofthis Nation; your Petitioner moſt humbly defi- 
reth that your Lordſhip may ſtill continue for ro la- 
bour to: eſtabliſh the of the Goſpel both in 
Church and Commonwealth - for cauſe your 


Petitioner defirethto —— himſelf as followerh, 


A Glaſs; or Brief Deleriprigh ofthis 


rear Errors, or Main Cauſes 


of all our Confuſions in 
Church and Common- 
wealth, the one in Teaching, 
_ andtheotherin Practice. . 


To the Excellency of our Church and State, un” 
der the Government of our Lord and Sa 


viow FESUS CHRIST: 


The humble Petition of John Thompſon # the Pa 
riſh of Bingley ; in the C ounty of York: 


| Hun ſheweth, 


d Hat by the orace of God, your Petition- 
> er. hath been engaged forto- ſtand, in op- | 
& poſition againſt rhe iniquity ofthe times, | 
=D which chicfly conſiſtethin perverting the 
encreaſe of the earth to private mens uſes, for the ſatiſ- 

ing of their own Covetous defires, which is Idola- 
try, orrather ns of- Sactiledge ; for ch 

cauſe 
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__cauſehedid refuſeto pay the encreate of his Poſſeſh- 
- _ onuntoone Fames Sagar, as formerly- he had done , 
- | whereupon the aforeſaid Fames Sagar entered forci- 
| bly upon your Petitioners Poſſeſhon, and by force 
of Arms did convey away to his owne uſe, the 
benefit of yoar Petitioners Improvement, to his 
.- great loſs 6. damage; and hath alſo brought down 
' 2 Tryal upon a Leaſe of Ejectment, and bath ob- 
tained a Verdi and an Execution, by vertue 
whereof, the ſaid Fames Sager reraineth your Petiti- 
oners Houſe, and forty Acres of Land, contrary 
ro the truth of rhe Law - For the Law requireth 
that we loys God above all, and onr Neighbour 
as our ſelves; fo that every one is ——_— by ver- 
rue ofthat love which they ought to bear unto God 
and man, forto pay the cncreaſe of that which they 
poſſe(s for the magnifying of Gods Mercy towards 
the poor and needy, and his Juſtice rowards the 
diſobedient; and ſuch like neceſſary uſes as may be 
for the advantage of Gods Glory and the good of the 
whole State : therefore whoſoever taketh payment 
.for the encreaſe of the carth to their own private uſes, 
raketh pre for what is nottheir own, and there- 
by robbeth God of his Glory and the Church and 
poor Commonalry of their right; and if one man 
take payment of another for their Land or Pofſcſh- 
on, then they ought to pay forthe Land or the Poſ- 
{cflion before they can lawfully enjoy the benefit of 
the ſame again. | 
____ AsforyourPetitioners caule,it is far more confider- 
vble:for he was in Poſtefſion of a parcel of Land which 
was given in free and perpetual Almcs unto the Officers 
| of 


it, fo 
rually from time to time unto the uſe of the Church 
never to he revoked. And although the Officers of 
the Church and State in former times have defrauded 
the Church and Commonyealth of the benefit of 
theſe Lands, by perverting them to Superſtitious uſes, 
or {cling them unto private mens uſes: yet notwith- 
og itis inthe power of their Succeſſors to. re- 
- form ſuch abuſes, for the Tile remaineth ſtill in 
them, torbe uſe of the poor Commonalty from Ge- 
neration/to Generation. 17 
And although ſome do objeR and ſay, Thar thoſe 
Lands whereon your Petitioner lived were given to 
maintain Superfticion: yet that is more then they can 
prove, that there were not a fairhful man in rwenty 
Generations, that out of the ſincerity of his heart 
ave his Lands for maintaining rhe truth of the Go- 
7 l, in relieving the poor diſtreſſed members -of Je- 
tos Chriſt, Butit 6 very like that ſuch accuſations 
ſpring our of Luſtrather then Love; and thar under 
prerence of abhorring Idols, they commir Sacriledg. 
Bur howſoever,we ſhould bave been ſo far from per- 
verting the encreaſe of theſe Lands to our own uſe, 
as that every one ſhould rather have been enjoyn- 
the poor and needy 3; and his Juſtice towards the 
diſobedient, and fuch like neceſſary uſes as may: be 


for the advantage of Gods glory, and/the-g00d of 


the whole State; that thereby the: poor: Commonalty 


whic 


whereby the poor and innocent peop 


—_— 
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ight have been atom Aﬀeſsments and Exciſe, 
which is impoſed upon them for to pay our of the 
fruits-of their own labours.” When they have payed 
the encreaſe of their Poſſefhons ___ mens uſes, 

| ple are brought in- 
to flavery and bondage, and the ditobedient proud 


and unruly; (etat liberty to oppreſsthe poor Com- 
ONFIOE rr pleaſure. TT Peng: 
s | 


$ for your Petitioner, he hath bur ſtood to diſ- 
charge himſelf in paying the benefit of the Land, 
unto that uſe whereunto-it doth belong, and he 
knowerh no juſt cauſe why-he ſhould be- diſpoſſeſſed 
of his Birth-right and lawful Poſſeflion: for your Pe- 
titioners father, was but engaged unto the. aforc- 
ſaid Fames Sagar," for default of one hundred and 
forty; pounds ; and-the ſaid Fames Sagar and his 
father, have. cauſed-your Petitioner, and his Partners 
to-pay in confideration of the ſaid Sum. of One hun- 
dred and forty Pounds, above Four hundred and fif- 
ty Pounds, and hath alſo caſt your Petitioner out of 
his Poſſeſſion with force of Armes, without giving 
him any fatisfaction for his' Poſſeſſion, or improve- 
ment of the faid Lands, the which improvement ex- 
tendeth -to a greater- value then the Lands were 
worth-- when - your Petitioners father firſt entered 
upon; them: fo that he hath entered into the value 
of above Eight hundred: and fifty Pounds in money 
op in conſideration of One hundred and 
0 7 fo I : 


- Therefore your: Petitioner moſt humbly defirech 
the Excellency of.our Church and State to take his 
Ericyances into:conlideration; forif they be bleſſed 


who 


who provide for the poor and needy, they muſt needs = 
becurſed who rob the poor and needy of that which - 
was provided for them : and if Ufury and Extortion 
wereabominable in the ſight of God under the Lny 
of Moſcs,. much more under the prof:fſion of the Go- 
ſpel: for we are engaged by the Law of the Covenant 
of Gracein Jeſas Chriſt, to yeild obedience to his 
Commandmenis, that we may abidc in- his love, as. 
he hath yeilded obedience to his Fathers Command- 
ments, and abideth in his love; and this is his Com- 
mandment, that we love one another; and love ſeeketh 
not its own, bur the good of the Beloved, in labo- | 
ring to make them partakers of the. goodneſs. of God, 
as God hath been pleaſed to make them. partakers of 
his goodneſs, whether Temporalor Spiritual, for he 


that is faithfulin rhe leaſt;js alſo fairhfulin much; bur 


if we be unfaithful in the unrightcous Mammon, who 
Fn truſt us with : he true TR © Bewiſenow _—_ 
ore, Oye Kines,. be informed ye that are Fuages of the 
earth: For 5-5 are larAfa the NN Mam- 
mon, and have made void the perfect Law of Ly 
by our own traditions, walking contrary to the faith 
and example of our Lord' and Saviour: Jeſus Chriſt, 
by making a benefit one of anothers-wants, in cauly 
one another to pay forthe increaſe. of the earth, which 
is the gift of God forthe uſe of all his Creatures, that 
every one may enjoy the benfit of the ſame-in the, uſe 
of a lawful Calling, andnot to our own private uſes, | 
without any lawful Calling at all, forthe uation pf 
our covetous: defires, which is Idolatry, or rather 
committing of Sacriledge;) which oughtro-have been. 
diſpoſed for the maintaining of the Service of God:Bur 


We. 
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we cannot ſerve God and Mammon : If we pay the in- 
creaſe of theearrh to mens own private uſes, where- 


with ſhall we maintain the Serviceof God? and though 
the Lord hath been provoked toexecute his judgement 
upon us for theſe and the like Tranſ{grefſions, yet not- 
withſtanding we ſtil continne in our former iniqui- 
ties without any Reformation at all. Therefore 
your Peritioner moſt humbly defireth the Excellency 
of our Church and State to take his Grievances into 
conſideration, and alſo the dangerous condition where- 
in we ſtand by reaſon of our iniquities : which being 
done, he hopeth by your afliſtance to be reſtored a- 
gain into his former Poſſeffion, and according to his 
bounden duty he ſhall pray, 8c. 

Thatthe Lord will be pleaſed to make void all Ex- 
a&tions in Uſury, of Money, Goods, or Lands, and 


' thatevery one may be enjoyned topay the Encreaſe 


of that which they poſleſs for themagnifying of Gods 
mercy towards the r and needy,” and bis Juſtice 
towards the diſobedient and unruly; for the Law 
was given for the Lawleſs and unruly; and who fo 
lawleſs and unruly, as he that layeth houſe ro houſe, 
and Land to Land, till there benoplace for the deſo- 
late? yer muſt the defolate be enjoyned to labour 
ſtill for to maintain their own deſolation by paying 
the increaſe of the earthto private mens uſes, where- 
by they are enabled rooppreſs the poor the more, and 


toexalt themſelves the higher, to the great diſhonor 


of Almighty God, and the overthrow of the Govern- 
ment ofthe Church and State, or otherwiſe be caſt 
out of houſcand harbor, and thereby be made the 
more defolate 3 ſo that he that departeth from evil, 
maketh 


maketh himſelf a prey. 


ore your Petitioner | 


© 


moſt humbly defirerh the Excellency of our Church 
and State'to take his Grievances into conſideration, 
and alfo to labour to reform theſe our abuſes, leaſt the 

Lord be proyoked to break outin his wrathful indig- 
nation to our greater confuſion, For it is written, Cur= 
[ed ts every one that continueth not in the Commandments 
of the Law to do them, but the Law requireth that we 

ave God above all, and our ntighbour as tur ſelves, as 

conſequently, that we ſerve one another in love; there- 
fore the Landlord, or Letter of Money , Goods or 
Lands ought to be enjoyned by the Law, for to ſerve 
the poor Commonalty in lieu of that payment which 
they receive for the benefit of the Money, Goods, or 
Lands, according as the poor Commonalty is neceſ- 
ſirated to ſerve them, by paying them for the poſſeſ- 

fion of the ſame; orotherwile ro pay them forthe poſ- 
ſeſfion when they defire ro enter into the ſame : for 


there is nothing that giveth Juſtice ſarisfation, bur 


Mercy : neither is there any thing that Mercy delight- 
eth ſo muchin, as Juſtice ; therefore ſaith the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, The ſame meaſure that youmeet, it ſhall be 
meaſured to you again: But itis Injuſtice for the Rich 
in their Proſperity to make a benchir of the poor in 
their neceſsiry, much more to ſell ihe Inheritance of 
the poor to maintain their own ſlperfluity : bur theſe 
Lands whereon your Peritioner lived, is the Inhcri- 
rance of the poor, and they were ſold ro maintain the 
Prerogative of the Rich z therefore by the Land- Law 
they ought ro be reſtored again tothe uſe of the poor 
Commonalty, for they were given in free and — 
tual Almes for to maintain the truth of the Goſpel:for 
pure 
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Therefore your Petitioner moſt humbly deſireth the Ex- 
cellency of our Church and State to take his Grie- 
"Dances into con{ideration, and alſo to labour to re- 
form theſe abuſes; which being done, he doubteth 
not but that he ſhall be refered aqet wato bis for- 
mer Poſſeſs1on : _ 
- And according to his bounden 

duty ſhall ever pray, &C, 


Learning and Knowledg not ſeaſon'd with Grace, 
| Sets Folly and Pride in Wiſdons's chief place. 


Bur 
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To my very loving Friend Mr. Robinſon, Miniſter 
at Atley 17 the County of York, 
ar\Oras much as we are engaged by the grace 

FE of Godin Jeſus Chriſt ro fight againſt iniquity 

& Hereſicand falſe Doctrine, Idefire therefore to 

be reſolved how.itwill ftand withthe teſtimony of the 

OS: Holy Ghoſt, witneſſed in the Scriptures, for to teach 

; thar our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt died for none 
| -_ burfor Believers : Ts the faithful believing man an ene- 

| my: unto the Lord Jeſus Chriſts When we were ene. 


I mies Chriſt died for us ; but faith parificth the heart 


and ſtand not up as a God betwixt them, For God hath 


the will of the Father in the Son that any ſhould perth, Be 


miſtaken in any thing, 1 ſhall be willing to refer my 
 felf unto better judgment: but I know that Mr. Wales 
thinketh himſelf of a ſound judgment, therefore he did 


Spirit in the hearts of the faithful burthe Counterpane ; 
and thar if there be any thing in the heart of man more 
then inthe written Word of God, itis nought bur He- 
rifte and of the Divel : butlT think it is little leG then. 
| Blaſphe- 
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Blaſphemy againſt the Holy Ghoſt for to make che 
irit of God in the hearts of the Faithful ſubordinate 

unto the letter oftheWord,which is but a witneſs of the 
truth : but the Spirit convinceth the foul of fin 
and of righteouſneſs, and of judgment; and puts that 
foul that finnerh todearh, tharhe may be the light and 
life of manforto lead him inall truth, more theathe 
Scripture doth expreſs, or the heart of man conceive : 
bur it is very like, you would have mento give more 
reſpe& to the perſons of them that take upon them to 
bear witneſs of the truth, then of the truth ir ſelf, and 
then you could deal with them according to your plea» 
ſure: a pretty Pope. The written Word of God, you 
fay, is the Principal,and the Teſtimony of the Spirit in 
the heart of man bur the Kpemngs one : Wel,you have 
the Counterpane in your heart that you have loſt or 
fold your inheritance, and it may be you have another 
evidence to ſhew thar you have a friend that hath re- 
deemed the ſame in your behalf. Well, but where 
is the Scal or Witneſs of the truth that youare reconci- 
led unto thatfriend Have you ſatisfied the Juſtice of 


the Father committed untothe Son by yeilding obedi 
ence unto his Commandmients, ſo that he hath ſetto 
his Seal that you ſhall continue in his love, as he hath 
yeilded obedience unto his' Fathers Commandments, 
and abideth in his love 2 If itbe ſo, then you-can give 
evidence that all the Scriptures that the world' is able 
ro contain, are not ſufficientto ſet out the unſpeakable 
meaſure of Gods: Grace and Mercy towards 5 faith- 
ful and obedient, and theunſpeakable meaſure of his: 
Juſtice againſt the unfaithful and diſobedient, for you 
have taſted. of them both more thenthe SPORE, - 
da c 
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Therefore my beloved friend, try your own heart by 
the Scriprure,and ſee if the-truth of your own heart can 


givecvidence with the wrinen Word of God, that | 


thave walked iin all loyal obedience, according to 
bis wil manifeſted in the Scriptures, yea orno: It the 


Spirit of God in your heart, do witneſs with your ſpi- 
rirs.that youre juſtified by his grace in you, and ſan- 


Qufied by his holy Spirit, then you have the evidencein 


your ſelf, andthe Scriptures as a Counterpane for your 
defence, to manifeſt unto the wor'd that your are an 
heir of life and falyation;- but if ctherwile, then in- 


deedthe Scripture will provethe principil, and your 


own conſcience but the Counterpane, to ſhew un'0 
you what you have loſt or ſold to your greater 
 Erief and condemnation. - Therefore my beloved 
friend; donoteſteem the Spirit of God in the hearts 
of rhe faithful at fo low a rate, neither withhold from 


them their temporal eſtates here among men, contrary , 


_ untothe Scriptures; which you ſay is theWord of God; 
for as the life of the body dep nderh;upon the ſoul,and 
the life of the ſoul upon. God , even {o the livelihood 
both'of wy and foul dependeth upon ſubmitting un- 
to the Word of God eſtabliſhed in the hearts of the 
faithful.  - Bot! | 
Learning and Knowledg not ſeaſon d with Grace, 
Sets Fo'y and Pride in wiſdows's chief place. 
| #-4NT-S$. 


you, orthe heart of man to con- 


| (13) - 

Ut ir is objeted againſt ſome expreſſions former) 
B mentionedin the Petition, Tha if men can "Ha 
nothing for lending of their Money, Goods or Lands, 
whar ſhall they themſelves live upon#,, To which 1 
anſwer, If they have an occafionto uſe them them- - 
ſelves, they are not enjoyned- tolend them to others, 
except loye do conſtrain them , and if loye do con- 
ſtrain them, then they lend not fora Reward, but to 
ſupply the neceſſity of the Borrower, according as 
they defirero have their neceſſity ſupplied os Ty 
have nothing wherewith ro ſupply be ſame, nor to 
reward them that do ſupply their neceflity ; yer not- 
withſtanding they are neceſſitated ro beg or borrow; 
—_ they cannot tell how to pay the ſame again; 
bur if they cannot beg or borrow except they — 


cdro bring themſelves into preater ſlavery, they ha 
i dr ee ion 
ceſſary that both you and I be enjoyned to lend our 
Money, and Goods, or Lands without pay, and 
that the Borrower be enjoyned for to. give out of the 
ſame , forto ſupply the neceffity of them thatare not 
ableto borrow, nor ſubſiſt in their Callings without 
help, accord a, = we arc injoyned to give out of 
that which we have in our own poſſeſhons; thar 
there may be a ſufficient ſtock of money in eve 
County , Town, or Pariſh, for eefingiethe necel- 
firy of them thar are net able to {ubfiſt in their 
Callings, without begging orborrowing of others 
for when men areneceſinated to beg or borrow Mo- 
ny, Goods or Lands upon private men, they are 
thereby conſtrained either to abuſe the Charity of the 
faichful, or maintain the Py of the Oppreſlor, 
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To which Tanſwer, Dh 


Under favour, 4s Dr: dh sf: tha 
any man ſhou {poſſeſſed of his Propriety in 
Money, Goods, or Lands, except he do diſpoſleſs 
himſelf ofthe ſame: Bar if he do. diſpoſſeſs himſelf 
_ of the lame, by taking payment of the Borrower, 
for lending of Money, Goods, or Lands; then he de- 


priveth himſelf of his Propriety; and I do not ſee;that 
it is lawful for the Lender, toenterinto the poſſeſſion 


of the Borrower at the time appointed, without 

ing the Borrower ne ons for his Þro- 
ky Ar which he hath in the poſſcffion, in lieu of that 
money which he hath paid untothe Lender for the 
poſſeſſion of the ſame. An IoYs or Reaſon to 
confirm the truth of the cauſe - 

If the Lenderof Money, Condo: Linds:; had 
the ſame in his own poſſeſſion, then he-ſhould 'beli- 
able for to pay valuable confideration unto the uſe 
of the Church and State, aftereight |” or:ren 
[rp conmince peer meet Catdaie 

rowar n 
Ka the Dilobeeliens andunruly , and'ſuch like 
neceſſary uſes,as might befor the advantage of Gods 
glory, and the good of the whole Stare, if the G&+ - .. 
verament of - the Churc and Stare were but maine 
tainedin a See yon asir ought ro'be; : |: 

Bur becauſe thar men muſt have their Properties 
upholden and improved by the fivear of other meas . 
browes/,- and. receive the ben. the ne 


Rena ning nche frees, and no man regard- 
em; and alſo the page ommnnal injoyned 
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enjoyned by the L1w of our 
4 Ss Law of the Covenant 
TY in Jeſus Chriſt, for to. 
jay "akableconlerationontof th which he poſ- 
efferh net 7 of the times, for 
/ towards the poorand 
en-pleaſed to mag nike his 
Merc omar him in then: of ta ach he poſ- 

_ ently, that the Leer ſhould 


| Money, 


a pra eey'o7 enjoyned by 
the Law, fort y y 
Borrower forthe 


of Jeſus Chnſt ly ron 


{ng mo com Encie, our of their food 
| wherewith. =_x ſhould relieve them- | 
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to pay unto the C Churc 1s cowery acetic. 
gh are Fin unto us; that the Go- 
vernment of the non Srate may be maingain- 
_ al way, both in reſpe& of Juſtice and Mex- 
od is a God of arder; therefore it is 
Re har we labour for to Gm 0 lean 
Government as Juireth i in the word of his truth; 
that the poor di Members of Jeſus Chriſt 
may be rclicyed, both i in reſpect of their temporal 
_ and alſo of their Spiricualz and chat every un- 
lawful Bargain may be broken, and the Oppreſſed 


ſer free, leſt the Lord Jeſus Chriſt be provoked for 
to bruiſe ws with « rod of Tron, and daſh us in pieces 


like a Potters Veſſel : For if we continue in our former 
iniquiries ,. we: cannot efcape the inſuing mileries 


which the Lord will bring upon the heads of his enc- 


mies. 
Therefore let us labour for to fiilnis our "ves. 


under the mighty ty hand of God, by zbaſing our ſelves 
in labouring 


ther, and the Lord will exalt us in due time; for, He 
filleth the hungry with on = and a the rich 


empty aw 
"2 hs for Ye 


diſcharge kitneiFin p payin "diebench bf ihe ben 


unto that uſe whereunto it doth belong, and he wasin 
| ay men before the foreſaid Fames 'Sagars. : 
" hadany thing to ns 


43s we 


ro ſupply the neceſſities one of ano-- 


; andhave al alſo 
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